LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA

reverted to his old orthodox position and re-instated the
two former thread-bearing ministers in their places. On
the first day of the meeting, a little while before the
appointed time, Keshav's party, to their surprise, found
them re-installed on the pulpit. With his powerful arms
outstretched, Vrjaykrishna called out his party in a voice
that was not in the least tremulous, but indicated a fearless
spirit that has truth for its watch-word and that alone is
capable of causing a flutter in the dovecots of convention.
Vijaykrishna feared not to stand alone, if necessary ; he
did not hesitate to lay the axe to the root of the tree, for
he knew that "it cumbereth the ground" in its present
state and that it must rise anew. The society, like Israel,
requires the Law, if it has to understand the Gospel.
Nevertheless, even in the face of Authority and Law,
St. Paul says:  "Wherever the spirit of the Lord is, there
is liberty." Our land has had enough of cringing petition
and inane passion, causing easy tears of sentimentality to
flow: what it requires is a pure self-giving for the cause
of the highest, and unless there is this deep acceptance
of life and death, this sporting spirit, the quality of the
truest man, we are exiles from the Kingdom of the Spirit.
Vijaykrishna had the lamp of the Vestal Virgins to guide
his steps, wherever he sojourned. In his speeches or in
his writings, Vijaykrishna was neither a hot gospeller nor
a dilettante. His speeches were the outpourings of a
simple soul, and "one simple soul makes more converts
than many jesters."

The upshot of all this was the bifurcation of the
Brahmo Samaj into the Adi Samaj and the Brahmo Samaj
of India. The old Brahmo Samaj was dear to him only
in so far as it gave his heart the relief it needed at a
dreary hour by proving the efficacy of prayers. So far
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